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A Study of the Origins of Marine Education in China’s Primary and
Secondary Schools

MA Yong!, LIU Kai?

(1. Center for Higher Education Research and Evaluation, Ocean University of China,
Qingdao 266100, China; 2. School of International Affairs and Public Administration,
Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract: The emergence and development of marine education in China’s primary and secondary schools
has its specific historical background and prerequisites for social change. Dating back to its early stage, it
originated mainly from the church schools run by Western missionaries after the Opium War, the new schools
founded by the Westernization Group in the late Qing Dynasty, and the primary and secondary schools
established in the early years of the Republic of China. Most of the maritime educational activities in the
early emerging stage were embodied in geography courses and teaching, including textbook compilation,
course content arrangement and specific activities. From the church schools and the new schools in the late
Qing Dynasty to the primary and secondary schools in the early Republic of China, the factors and contents
of marine education had gradually been enriched, being the major origins of marine education in China’s
primary and secondary schools.

Key words: primary and secondary school; marine education; geography course; origin
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